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v__..
om vs at daybreak, ns we hsd been led at

Eipgh:m!i upon last evening te believe they
ould.

Our waiting honrs were reglstered by (?ld
¥Fathor Time on his dial as be stayed the in-
gutiste Angel of Death, who, though silent,
was present, in saticipation of & speedy and
graud coronation. It must have been nearly
10 ociock when bark! there began to be
hoard the droppings of musketry here and
there to our left, followed all of a sudden by
fierce volleys of small-arms, seccompanied by
the deep thunderings of artillery, announcing
that the fight was on. Withont the prelimi-
wury of focling his way into pesitition, the ene-
gy, us was his general rule of tactics, had, with
eoncentrated power, fallen with overwhelm-
fng woight on the left of the Union line—the
Fourteenth Corps. Brockinridge opened the
ball on Thomas's extreme right in an effort to
turu the Federal left, while Cleburne with his

ud Jdivision moved directly against our line

{ breastworks. Indeed, scaroely had thesound
of the first gun died away ere the din of bat-
tle becume terrific. The sharp and incessant
wattle of the musketry, mingling with the roar
of the artillery, gave intensity to the thunders
of batile ss they were echoed through the forest,
3t is entirely uunecessary thst Ishould tell my
eomiaics who were there how itsoundedasthe
opening of that day’s battle fell upon theirears;
momory neods no guickening to recall the
mounds that wore hieard by them as the balt}a
oponod in those Georgis forests. To them its
yemembrance will be ever vivid, never old, but
for their families and mine, for their children
mud miue, let me give for record bow it sound-
ed Lo mie as 1 stood there in the advance of onr
bressiworks of loose logs behind that tree,
doeply impressed the while that 1 would be
shot,
with schies and pains to my grave,—iny mapd
taking in in eursory retrospect of life as in-

tentiv 1 gathered aund poted carcfully every |

sound Lhut prosaged the coming of that grand
burricane of destruction and death that wasso
#oon to be upon us. 1 was not as much slarmed
now & upon yesterday, no chills or streaks to
distract, but with & gquictness of mind, a firm-
mposs of nerve, & fixedness of purpose, & con-
gcicusness of the importance of executing the

comuwands that had been given me, the while |
possessed of & fecling as keenly alive toall that |

was occurring sbout me, to the changing
pounds of the approaching storm, that defles
Bopaly=is oven to this day.

The spprosch of the armmy of Gen. Bragg on
that suuuy Sabbath forenocon as I steod there
Metening, brought these two similes to my
miind ut the time as aptly illustrating that
event If my readers can imagine a great

barn door of such dimensions the distance of |

fita widih beyond their vision, its hinges on the
&dl s they stand at ite point of closing on the
ight, 1he door unseen, but beard, closing,
fmpellcd by some unseen power, creating as 18
pressc: ©jou the threshold & noise and din that
¥ be likened upon a scale of immensity to
egoing off of & contingons train of many thou-
pands of firecrackers, which, haviug been
§gnited at the left, comes rapidly towsrd the
right with ever-increasing force and din as the
right is renched. In this you have a siwmile
that perfectly {llustrated then, and illostrates
ot, Lthe sounds to my mind as they occurred
E‘tbc tiwne, finding their ftness in the manner
f the spproach of ** Breckinridge’s Division, of
JEill's Corps, which moved forwand in splendid
style, 1u order as perfoct as if on dress-parade.
® & * Hreckioridge was sccompanied by
Cleburne, who advauced on his Joft and more
ward the National center” As these first
lines of the enemy approached our lines they
were received by & withering fire, literaliy &
Blaze of death, Seemingly, it was s continnous
apd lucessant flame, out of which rusbhed vol-
leys deith-dealing against the advancing foe;
while tlie Confederates sppearingly courted
death rather than feared the dangers as on aud
|p against this tempest of lead and iron
WITE DESPEREATE VALOR THEY MOVED.,

The second may be likened to a troop of
sehool boys just from schiool Jet loose, who, with
plicks 10 hand, comwe in contract with & line of
palling fence, pressing their sticks to the fence
away off to the left us they run, and as they
approsch the right their speed is accelerated,
sud they continue to press barder and harder,
geking an ludescribable, irregular clatter,
clattor. din and racket. This simile was ap-
:&nl as line after line of the enemy was

ing riowed down as they advanced, the tide,
krrepre-siile, still rolling on; brokeu Leads of
etlumps reformed or veplaced, a8 it appeared
o us (rom the inexhaustible ranks in their
pear, lcedless of death, the ocu-coming tide
walled vu o= might & car of Juggernaut over
gheir dead and dying commades, where mingled
war's rxttle with the groans of thedying in
their endesvor to resch our line of log works
&nd quench that voleano of flams with homan

ur choke it off forever with living vie-
Gims Muy God graut that you nor | will ever
Pbe permitied to ses such sights or hear such
pounds: or anything like them in this fair land
of our: ner cisewhere,

Of tuis part of the battle Whitelaw Reid,
fhen 2 correspondent of the Cincinnati Gazetle,

rolc as follows: “The fight on the extremes

eft began with adesperatessssult,. * & # |
wentl dow s to the extrome loft of Gen. Waood's
line, and lovking thenrs could ses the desperute
sflorts of the enemy 1o bresk the lives of Bran-
pen and Meynolds The soldiers of those two
poble divisions were lyinug behind breastworks
of Jogs nd rails constructed the night before
Iheir sriillery fred over their Lieads, snd it
really scomed a8 i1 that loug line of defense was
BotBe isuraonse serpent, jnstinet with bideous
Life, 50 breathing from its huge sides voluwes
of sweoke snd Game, * ® & Hepp also was
the bruvzoid Terchin, with a brigade cotn posed
pritcipally of Ohio troops, who won for them-
peives xnd the Btate Lthat seut them forth Im-
mooris! onor during the conflict of that day.”

Agaio 2ud sgein the rebel lines sdvaneing
from the cover of the wouds charged with im-

setocus fury and terrific vells toward the frail
resst works of logs snd rails; but oo esch as-
#aull the Sery blasts from our battalions swept

over avd around them, crumbling their ranks |

s would crumble banks of wellow earth swept

by & ra;ing food, or

™ Melie 4 from tse fleld as snow,

WWhon sircame wre swollon and south winds blow."
As one: line disappoarod there sppeared an-

pther rushing desperstely on and ever the dead

hod biecding bodies of their fallea comrades,
Az cioser nnd densor grew the smtrife, the

‘qry alr yuaked and shuddered with the sugry
bdstle of the bulis and the hartling minsiles

woiley alter voliey. eheet aftor sheet of flame

sghed 1n Lhelr fuces, while an avalsnche of

Erape sud canister, spherical-case and shrap- |

nel tore
thunde
Lhem u-

aud bombsbell and roond shot from
uy caunon with Leated throats grected

o, though fast us ripened grain they

stopping where his comirade stood the

6l wi bis fall, wany to the world uuknown,

i byt little, soon forgot, while beside

lhelr noblest and those known to

; zsin their lines are made good, as ngain

gthey clue in clouds of swokeand dost, Tothe
pight, 16 the left, ground snd sround death
hiried v ite dauce on the bloody pround,

‘e pale destroyer held Ligh earuival, while |

Hd Tiine with his swiltly-dealt sickie reaped

d goibered in the ripeniug sheaves,

Ko vulgar orop was thelrs ko reap,
Ko stiuted Larvest thin and cheap.”
& portion of those confronting us were of
08¢ wio were sesking L reguin the laurels
E;y Lad left with us upon yesterday. They
pme up in solid columuns, fushed with bigh
bgpor of wrushing the Westorn troops who had
fpon ye-derdsy proved their mwore than match.
Py sonue of the boye it is etoutly averred Lhat,
88 they cume Lhey exultingly shouted
“WE ARE NOT CONSCRIPIS!™

To which our boye replied, “ You sre not
figlitin;: Fustern store clerks”

“We sre Longstroet's troope,” 'tis said was
ghoutod Ly some of the Johinnies in the Lear-
jng of the 11th and 260k ObLlo, to which the
ety of those regimenls derisively roplied,

“Yes, we ure sware of the fact. 1o vou
know who drove you at South Mountain 7 We
are thc buys who drove you there, sud we'll do
tagn.

Tbus with osth and badinage the chaflings
weal o gy opportunity offered,

It was, o tyuth, coutrary to Coufederate
Maten.culs, an ooegusl contest: seldowm Gr
BEVer was resistunce wore stulibom and de-
fprmioed, and never was, or could have Leen,

Eitack proseculed with more of devilish
portinacity thans scemiugly was that ou our
©orps, oo ul least upon Keynulds's Division, up
o gboul noon,

Afterthe opening of the attack on the cxtreme
Jeft Turchin’s Brigude did not Lave long to
pait Lefure the ball opened In earnest on its
2;»:1:, & beavy Hne of the cnomy's skirmishors

iking our line, As our shkirmieh-Tiue (that

Bﬂ!-.-: from the 36th
srtenant-—later Captain

Jo the Treasnry, at Woshington, D, ) petived
shelms wd vaneed, strougly supported frow within
fhe timber along our

r duy s

iy, Bud wude 3y 3
work was begun; sod, oh ! such a day's wurk ! |

sud I eaught it bot, and will carry it |

L bad Lhose wlho cawe before: still on |

Olio under comsmand of
B. F. Blocaans now |

The very air scemed ladened with death-dealing
missiles and shaken with the deafening peals
of artillery, 88 assault after assault was made
upon us; but came they fast or came they slow,
persistent they certainly were, or come 48 they
might, all drafts made npon us as a regiment
or brigade were honored in full and on sight,
and whenever the enemy’s temerity permitted
him, as it did at times, to surge up to our
works, it was only to be met with erashing
roars of artillery that seemed to shake the
earth to its very foundations, and trebly thun-
dering swelled the gale as it mingled with the
rattle or piercing wail of tho smail-arms, lend-
ing to the scene an appalling grandeur and
sublimity as we, from out the clouds of fire
and smoke, that at times obscured the sun,
producing a blackened magnificence that no
language can highten, sent them ** whirling "
back to the forests from whence they eame.

Maj.-Gen. Alex, I'. Stewart, who much of
and at this time confronted onr (KReynolds's)
division, in his report as publighed by the Con-
federate States Government, says, in spoaking
of the fight on our front at this time: * For
sovoral hundred yards both lines pressed on
under the most terrible fire it has evor been my
fortune to witnoss,”

Brig.-Gen. S, A. M.Wood, in his report, says :
“At a few minutes before 10 the brignde on my
right moved forward and I moved with it, *
& #* Thefire of the enemy at this point was
most destruective, and though this movement
was supported by Brown's and Clayton's and
Bate's Brigades, it was not long before all had
to return, and were again assembled and formed
at the position from which they last ad-
vanced.”

Hrig.-Gen. H. D. Clayton, of Gen. Stowart's
Division, in his report says: * Early in the
morning of the 200h the brignde was moved to
the right and in = position abont 300 yards
from aud parallel to the Chattanooga road.
Here it remained until abent 11 o'clock, * *
*  About 11 o'clock Gen. Brown being in front
| and Gen, Bate on my right, the whole division
| pdvanead under a most terrible fire of grape and

canister from the evemy’s artillery, before
which several most gallant officers fell leading
theirmen, ®* * # Notwithstanding this, tho bri-
| gade prossod forward, * * * when twoother
| batieries—one in frontand ene upon the right—
assisted by small-arms, began a most murderous
fire, before which all were compeiled to retire.”

Brig.-Gen. J. C. Brown's roport reads: “ At
about 11 o'clock I moved in line to the front,
preceded by my skirmishers, who, driving in
the enemy’s skirmishers, rallied npon the com-
mand. We moved at double-quick nearly 300
vards throogh an open wood, the enemy rotir-
ing before us, when the brigade on my right
broke in confugion. My line still advanced 50
or 75 yards, and to within 50 yards of the ene-
my’s battery and line of defenses, when the
right, wholly unsupported and recoiving a most
| terrible cross-fire of musketry and artillery on
its flauks,

BROKE AND RFETIRED IN DISOEDER
to our temporary defenses. I found all efforts
to rally the 15th and 45th Tenn. short of the
delenses in wain, and indeed impracticable,
under the storm of grape und canister which
prevailed upon every part of the flield over
whicl these two regiments passed.”

In citing the sbove, I give them to show the
enewy's view of Lthe siluation along the front
of Reyuolds's line, and iusapport of the reports
that have come to me from comrades, and my
own observations on the Federal side of the
battle at that time, a portion, nt least, of which
| occurrences were participated in by Turchin'a
Brigade, of which the 3uth Obio was a part.

A gun in an angle of the works near Co. E
of the 36th Ohio set on fire the breastworks of
logs snd rails, so that they were imminently
threatened with destruction, During a partial
lnil in the battle, Licut., Isaac C. Phillips
climbed over to their front and deliborately
potred water on the fire from cantocus passed
to him by the men from their regr, A staff
officer rode np sand remonstrated with him for
{ thus exposing himself, assuring bhim that he
| was sssuming an exceeding great risk of his
J life, looking up at his interlocutor, he an-

swered quietly, “ It is neccssary,” and con-
[ tinued all uumindfal of self his sell-impos-
| ed lsbor of danger until the fire was extin-
| guished, saving tho breastworks for a time,
! which in turn probably saved the lives of many
| of his comrades, and vot improbably had much
( todo in saving the day; for those defenscs were
of inestimable value cre they burned still later
in the day. The deod was a most noble and he-
roic one, a delibernte, voluntary offering of his
life, if necessary, to try to save those of his
comrades,—perhaps the fate of the army., For
little things, the casting of a borse shoe, the
loosoning of & saddlie-girth, the reopouing of &
wound—=as in the case of Gen, huncwk il
Fredericksburg—have changed the tide of bat-
tis or the destinies of natious; be those things,
88 they were in this case, the act devoid of
cxcilement Lo it prompliog and auimportant
and devoid of grestuess as it may Liave scomed
in the doing st the time, it was none the less
s heroic oue, sud should have won for him on
the field sl least two bars. Capt. Phillips is
now au honored citizen of Caldwell, O.

I Lelieve the stafl oflicer who addressed
Lieut, Phillips was Capt. J. D. Barkor, of Gen.
Thoma s statl, the ollicer who with consumniste
skill and bravery had succeeded aboutl p. m.
in puszhing through to the rear of Lhe regiment
with a fresh supply of aimunition, of which
&0 Lisl Lime there was great nesd,

Cp to 1:30 p. m. of that bloody Sabbath of
Bept. 20, from the aftcrnoon of the 19th, the
left of the Army of the Comberland had con-
frouted Lthe enemy aod wsintained ite position,
| On the Sablath, the divisious of Laird, John-

son, Palmer sud Heyuolds, of the Fourteonth
| Corps, from left o right respeetively, undor
| command of “ Pap Thomus,” who, ere the day
i cloged, proved himsell the redoublable “ Rock
| of Chuckamanga." confronted the enemy's right
| uudor Longstreot, under, respectively, from
their left to rigiht, Breckinndge, Clsburne,
Cheatham and Stewart. Lieot.-Gen. Hill, in
i the Contwry for Apni, 1257, p, 961, says of our
position ou the Bablath: * Kosecrans in person
mede o carelul alignment of Lis whole line in
the moruing, srruaogiog them so as to eover the
Bossville (Chattasoogs) nud the iy Valley
roads, It began 400 yards east of the Rossville
road on a crest which was oceupied by Baird's
Invision (Thomes's Corps), Johuson's Division
(MeCouk's), Yalmer's Division (Crittenden’s),
#ngd Heyuolde’s Division (Thowas's Corpsl.
| These four divisions became isolated during
| the day, and the interest of the battls centers
| largely io them., They lay behind substantial”
{ (this g & mistuke) " brosstworks of logs in a
{ Hine runuiog due south and beoding back to-
| ward the road al each wiong” Next to the
right of Eeynolds's Division was Brannan,
pext o blm Negley. By readers of history it
will be remembered that Lougstreet, upon en-
I toring the gnp wade by the change of Wood's
Livision, had swept the forces on lleynolds’s
{ Junediate right out of position. Up to this
| bour from Heynolds's right to Baird’s left all
atiewapls Lo wove our lines had met with terrl-
| Lle losses Lo the enemy. Bat by persisteut ef-
forts on the part of the Confederates, ull to the
right of Reynolds's Divigion was forced back
thirongh the cornfleld and beyond the malin Btate
| rund Jeading to Rossville Gap and Chattanooga,
| At about 1:30 p. m. Reynolds's Division oceu-
pied the extremo right of the first battle-line
furmed by the Federals that moroing; Tur-
chin's Brigade the right of Reyuolds's Divis-
iun; the 30th Olio, the right of Turchin’s Bri-
| gade, all troops Lo the right having given way;
thus were we on the extreme right of the Lat-
tie-line, our flank exposed,

Gen, Bragg says of this position in his re-
port: “About 2 p, m, passing ulong the line Lo
our lelt I found we bad been checked in onr
progress by encountering a position strength-
eusd by works and obstinately defended.”

Maj.-Gen, Bimon B Buckner said of it in
his report: “AL this time Stewart was in lue
| iz left advanced in front of Preston’s right,

hig right recediug formed an obtuse angle with
Vrestow'sline, In his front was s hewvy broast.
work of logs, on the summiv of & slight ridge
besvily wooded wnd strougly held by the eng-
| my's infuntry und artillery, His right flank
wits appusite the angle of this work; hiscenter
facing toward the northwest, wus opposed to the
flank of the work, which was perpendicular to
the somd. OnStewart’s right, in froutof the face
of the work and parallel to the Chattanooga
road, was Cleburne's Division, of Hill’s Caorps,
Brig.-Gen. Law's Diigade, of Hood’s Division,
was in line perpendicular to the road Lo the
| left, sud slightly in advance of Preston, and
close to the burnt house (Pos's), near which
wus & baltery of Hood's artillery. A personal
recounoissance, in company with the Lisuton.
sut-Genera! commanding, showed an advan-
tagoons position for artillery In front of Poe's
buruing bouse, from which poiut the enemy's
| madn line, which Trouled eustward snd was sit-
usted a little to the east of Kelloy’s fleld, was
| exposid to an enfileding fire, or rather to a fire
slightly In yeverse, Iis right flank, ss bsfore
stated, was thrown bLack st right-angles to the
rosd, sud was located behind log breastworks,
ba the biavy wood botween Poe's and Kcllg”'.
felde,  As the epemy's right had been beaten
back, It hed, by @ cunversion of this angle of

!

]

|
|

their work, as a pivot, been gradually made to
assume a position also at right-angles to the
road,”

[To

COL. S. A. WHITFIELD,

The New First Assistant Posfmaster-General.

Col. Smith A, Whitfleld, the new First As-
gistant ostmaster-General, was born in Fran-
cestown, N. H., March 24, 1844. Ha has led an
eventfol and somewhat romantie life, most of
it in the eervice of the Governmont. In 1861
he enlisted us a privato in the 2d N. H., and
rose through the different grades to that of
Lioutenant-Colonel while yot in his 10th year.
He entered the U 8. Revenne Service in 1867,
In this mduons and trying fleld of duty he
became well known for zeal, encergy and thor-
ough knowledgo of complicated and technical
duties, In IS877 he was made Hevenuo Agent,
and took up the diffivult task of suppressing
“moonshine” distilleries in the South. The
rest of his connection with the Revenue Service
forms a narrative of dangers, toils and hair-
breadth escapes such as doos not fall to the lot
of many to relate. Few men are as modest as

be eontinued.]
AL e

Col. Whitfield about their own exploils, and
fow can relate more thrilling stories of porils
overcome snd duty well performed.

Previous to Col, Whitfield's appointment as
Revenue Agent he had read lnw industrionsly
and been admitted to the bar, for which his
energy, brillianey and colture eminently fitted
him, Ile practiced but a short time, whoen the
tonder of the position of Revenne Agent lured
him back to the Govornmont service,

In 1880 he accepted the position of Assistani
Postmastor at Cincionati, and in 1552 was
appointed Postmaster by President Arthur,
In these positions he soon became as well
known mas a Postollice man as he had
boen in the Revenue Bervice, The high
degreea of eflicioney to which he raised
the Cincinnati office is a mattor of rocord
in the Department and universaily conecded
by the people of his city. At the expiration
of his term he was appointed member of the
Board of Public Affairs, and brought to the
work of city improvements the same abilily
and energy that had made his administration
of every office thus far a succesa, In 1389
President Harrison appointed him Second As-
sistant Postmaster-Goueral, for which oflice his

| previous acquaintance with the service emi-

nently fitted him, aud on Sept. 30, 1500, he was
nominated for the oflice of First Assistant,
made vacant by the resigustion of Hon. J. 8.
Clarkson, He leaves his old office amid the
regrel of all who come in contact with him,
and takes up his new dutios amid pleasant an-
ticipations and confident prophecies of a bril-
lant practical business administration.

While possessed of ability snd resources of
no ordivary kind, which have carried him
through every oflice that he bLas held with
credit and bonor, Col, Whitfleld is more than
anything else a gentleman, both by nature and
education. ln appearauce he is imposing and
dignificd, being six feet three inches tall, act-
ive and muscular, and straight as an arrow,

In 1882 Col. Whitlield married Florence,
daughterof J. C.and Lydia 8, Morrison, of Cin-
cinnati, a lady of beauty aud exgnisile char
of manner, Their family consists of two
bright little girls, aged respeclively five and
one-and-a-hall years,

L e
Temperate Velerana,

The Congregationalist comments as follows upon
one of the most obyious and most gratifying
{mturu of the receut Eucampmont w in
Jostan ;

** It is stated on excellent anuthority that the
most disappointed men during the Euncamp-
ment were the saloon-keepors. Ilere is food
for reflection for the pessimist. Every braunch
of logitimnte trade was well patronized, but
the liguor-dealers still Lave the larger part of
the extra stock they laid in for the Grand
Army of the Republie trade. A earoful ob-
server, who noted the scores of cases of drunk-
enness gmong the Grand Army men ufew yeurs
#ince, on the day when our soldiers’ monument
wus dedicated, asserts that the aggregate of
drunks for the week among the men assemblod
fromn all over the conntry was considerably less
than the number on a single day on the former
occasion, when the attendants chielly came from
within the limits of our own State, The pres-
enco of 0 many ladies was ono restraining in-
fiuence; but it can be said, without fear of con-
tradiction, that this showing Is a prool of the
marked sdvance of the temporauce senliment
throughout our couniry duriug the past de-
cade.”

The Christian Register (Unitarian), remarking
on the sume cirenmstance, says:

“If this fuct doos not prove that the members
of the Graud Army and their frionds are totul
sbetainers, it provea that they avoided the
saloons. This s highly to their credit. Amid
the exuberance of feeling at the mooting of the
old comrades, the temptution of taking drinks
togeLhior was great; butthelr time nnd thoughts
weore 80 gecupied with the parade, the Campilre
aud the sight secing, that they had no disposi-
tion to patrowizs the bar. This may be a Lint
to the fiiends of the tewperance reform, One
of the meuns of kecping men from the saloon
is Lo lure thowm by the excitoment of harnsless
smuzements,”

e

Tracy Tremmol,

Epiror NatTioNnar Trrsung: What iIn
thunder did you kill off the **Blue Jay Meas”
for nt South Mountain? I don't see how you
could have bad the heart to slay Col. Satterlee
and Ezra Grimsted in the same battle, and
have all the other boys wounded, I was in
love with the whole lot, and it hurt me to havs
their services brought to such an nutimely end.
1 wanted Job Cartwright promoted, his pro-
motion to tone him down, but I still wanted
him to be a rough-and-ready, brave fellow,

Joking uside, I want to congratulute you for
having given to Satterles such a truo picture
of an Ideal Begular Army oflicer, and to the
boys of the Mess the real live volunteers'
troe churaeters. Their countorparts existed in
every orgauization, but I have never scen them
#o well portrayed as in your story. Lan Green
wis excoptionally filue, aud was always con-
sistent.

I consider your story as of the highest
order, the bhistorical events being always
well and truthfully described, 1 hope you
will never grow weary with writing them, and
I think futurs generations will thank you for
giving them un insight fnto the details of the
war.—0, W. Casg, Bt, Louis, Mo,

—— ——

In the most anclent and wost general of all dlg-
eascs. Bonreely a family Is entirely free from it
while thousunds everywhere are its suffering
slaves, Hood's Barsaparilla has had remarkable
success In curing every form of serofula. The
mont sovers and palonful running sores, swellings
in the weck or goltre, humor Lo the eyes, causiug
purtial or Wial blindeess, bave ylelded (o the pow-
erful effecls of this mediolns, Try it,

Hood’s
Sarsaparilla

80ld by all drugglsts, §1; six for 85, Prepared anle.
by O. L. HOOD & CO,, Apothecuries, Lowell, Muss,

100 Doses One Dollar

SAURIANS,

A Few Facts About Cerfain Members
of the Great Reptfle Family.

—_——

CROCODILES.

Typleal Form of Repliles—Characteristie Loco-
mation—Tha (ireat Gangetie Crocodile—Its Fe-
roeity and Bulk—Distineiion Between Croeodiles
and Alligntors—The Character and Habils of
Theso Anlmals,

BY DR, J. H. 'ORTER.

—

HE above-named ani-
mul belongs to the elass
Roptilia, whose mem-
bors exhibit wide di-
versities in genoral
structure from the
Mammalian group, in
which those creatures
heretofora described
aro included.

All reptiles are cold
blooded, ~that ia to
say, their temperature
is but little highor than

Misgissirer that of the medium in

. TOR, which they live. They
are, also, lung-breathing, and their hearts are
divided (althongh ineompletely, as a rule) into
compartments for the reception and discharge
of venous and arterial blood. During fetal
life the embryo s investsd with membranes
similar in eharacter and function to those which
enwrap the nnborn mammal, while after birth,
thickened and indurated skin, scales, or armor-
plates protect the body,

Reptilian organization represents a higher
typo than that of the batrachinns,—frogs, sirens,
salamanders, toads, ote.,,—ns being both more
complex and more specializod than that which
they oxhibit. On the other hand, and esti-
mated by the sume standard, it is lower than
that of birds. Looking upon the classes com-
prehiensively, however, it is evident that they
havo not always been eharactoristieally differ-
enl. There are batrachians whose anatomy
connecta them with more olovated forms, and
the earlior birds were searcely more than par-
tinlly-feathered veptilos.

FEverybody has secen representatives of the
main branches of the teptilian stoek, bat eom-
paratively fow, porhaps, appreciate the fentures
which are peculiar to it. In addition to those
trails of strocture already indicated, the loco-
motion of moat nuimals belonging to this group
is mainly dependent

UroNy MOVEMENTS OF THE RBODY,

and to this end their vertebral columns are
strong and rigid, though uwsuaslly undifferenti-
ated, and commonly prolong themselves into
tails of various lengths, The vertebrio are inall

ALLIGA-

Gaxaes CROCODILE,

CASCR CONCAVE :mt--ri«rly,imul alford atfachment
to ribm whose molions, in many instances,
supply tho place of lignbs, which In lower
Reptilia, romain algent or are rudimentary, or
merely net as acceiSoriog to the sinnons move-
monts of the trupk. It is only amoung the
highest epecimens of this class that well-de-
vielopod limba, spines whnse regions are distinet,
and Lsarts with exvitied completely separated
appear.  These likewise'nlso possess specialized
poctoral and pelvie gird s, sueh 8 areo found in
connection with the fore and hind limbs of
more developed cregturea. Moreover, their
cranial bones are pssified, not cartilaginous as
for the most part in Mitrachia, and the head i3
united to the body by a single ball-and-soeket
Jolot. Relatively to theentire bulk of the body,
or to the size of the whole head, & reptile’s
brain is small, but at the same Lime that it
exhibilta a tendency in the anterior to overlap
the posterior lobes, the latlor are also well
developed. In fact, the nervous system of the
class prosents a decided superiority in structure
to that of immediately inforior animals.

Throughoul this group (with the excoption
of turties) the jaws uro set with small, sharp,
and often recurved teoth, which are not used
for mastieation, bat only to seize and retain
prey. Consonantly with this fanction of their
dentature, Keptilia ofton have teoth set in the
bony structures forming the roof and back part
of the mouth. Alwost all of thom are carniv-
erous, possosa long, longitudinally-folded and
vory dilatalde gullets, comparutively simple
stomnchs, and short and but little-coiled in-
toslinal traots. Their reproductive drygans ex-
hibit & wore or less bird-like type, nud the
cluss gonorally is oviparous, nithough the vip-
erine snakes, horned tonds and sowms footless
lizards are ovoviviperous., ‘I'he torrid zone is
their true home, and bere (again except the
turties, which are chlofly distributed in tom-
perate latitudes) Heptilia attain the groatest
sizo nud resch thelr maximum numbera,

“The larger reptiles,” says H. C, Bumpus,

“THRUST ALONE TO FHEER FOLCE FOR FPHO-
TECTION,"

But among the smaller subdlvisions, polson-
fungs, protective resemblancos and various skin
difforentiations, from scales to spines aund
armor-plutes, afford a certain security agalust
attack,

Most of the more fmportant reptilian tralts
already enumerated display thomselves in
erocodiles and alligators, and those which are
special may bo stated na follows :

In Crocodilin the tosth are got In conleal jaw-
sockots, their llmbs are froely articulated, and
tho digits are separate.  The muscular appa-
rutus is the most eomplotely doveloped among
oxisting auimals of the clsss; the dorsal plates
are ossifled ; their pupils are vertical, and the
cyea ure protectod both by lids aud & nictitat-
ing membrane, Further, the nostrils and cars
have cuticulur valvos, and the opening of the
wind-pipe is surrounded with a * collar,” by
which water {3 prevented from entering the
alr-pussages whon the ereature, with its jaws
distended by prey, is submerged. Crocodiles
also have the ventricles of the heart com-
pletoly separated in ull of the three groups into
which the order is divided. They inhabit the
tropical and sub-tropical purts of America, Asin,
Afriea nud Australin, and wherevoer found are
large, powerful, und often dangerous boasts,

In tho Ganges and its tributaries, the gavial
or nakoo (Gavislis gangeticus) attaing the
groatost size of wny extant form of Crocodilia,
being somotimes 20 foet in length., Its snout
is elongated, linear, and characteristically ex-
panded at the eud; while in old males the
nasal sacs aro froquently much enlarged, and
the poriod duoring which they can remain
under water is correspondingly lengthened,
Among gaviuls also, the cutaneons plates
covering the top of the head and back are con-
tinuons, and the lower canine tecth, which, as
fu allied forms, are considerably developed and
constitute its principnl means of prehension,
fit into sockots situated in the upper jaw, so
that whon the mouth is closed they are fnvisi-
ble. Females in this species

ARE MUOH BMALLER THAN MALRES;
they want also the developed nasal sacs of
their consorts, and consequently require to rise
to the surface more froquently. In all cases
the young displuy a broad, depressed snout,
similar to that which Js found among alligators,

Betweon the highly specialized gavials and
erocodiles proper, which inhabit all continental
arons, unaturalists place Tomistoma, s single
genus with but one specios, This is sald to be
confined to Borneo, and the animal is not very
well known,

Crocodilus vulgaris, the Nile crocodile, the
sacrod saurian of old Egypt and of some parts of
modern India, 18 somewhat less in size than
the Gangetle nakoo, but with the exception of
having a broader snout, which is not expanded
at the end, it is otherwise nearly ideutical with
the former.

C. porosus, the flerce and tenaclous denizen of
the estuaries of the Indian, Australasinn and
Polynesian eoasts, and which rauges as farsouth
as Australia; C, americanus, found from Brazil
to the Florida reefs and inlets, and the Orinoeo
species, O, Inlermedia, with an almost coexten-
siye distribution, eomprises the chief divisions

of this group, whose differonces, oxcept o far

as bulk is concerned, are rathor superficial
than essential,

Precisely the same statemont may be made
concerning alligators as discriminated from
crocodiles. Their fangs are not concealed in
sockets sunk in the upper jaw, the arrange-
ment of their cutaneous plates is not like that
found in animals of the Crocodilian group, and
the avernge size of Jacare nigrs, the Orinoco,
Central American and Mexican cayman is cer-
taiuly less than that of their Old World rela-
tives,

THRE ASIAM AND AFRICAN CROCODILES

Apart from these dissimilarities, there remain
but technieal traits by which the divisions (in-
clusive of the Mississippi alligator) are sepa-
rated,

Tuarning now to the character and habits of
these lnrge saurians, we find that information
concerning them is at once large in quantity,
contradictory in tenor, and very incomplote.
The mauner in which accounls present thom-
selves (o the reader of books of travel angd de-
scriptive zo-ology is this: Alligators do not eat
men or the larger animals, but erocodiles do.
They are both man-eators occasionally, When
crocodiles wish to indulge in anthropophagy,
their method is to lie in wait under a bank,
and sweep someone into the stream by a blow
from the tail. They do nothing of the sort.
It is their custom to coneeal themselves in holes
near & ford or bathing-place, and make a rush
at any unfortunnte who comes within reach.
Thore is no trnth whatever in either of the
formerstatements, as witness a nuwmber of per-
sons who have disported themsolvea in waters
swarming with the biggest and ugliest of sau-
riang. As with regard to these particulars so
with respect to all. The animals, or one of
thom at least, has been doified and embalmed,
but the writer is not aware that anyone has
systematically observed their habits. So far,
however, as attacking men goes, the author is
personally cognizant of two cases in which the
cayman destroyed human beings, and on this
acconnt secs no reason Lo doubt those stories of
Inglis, Drummond, ete., in which the destrue-
tiveness of Asiatic and African Crocodilia is
displayed. Everyone knows that large sauri-
auns lie on the mud and sun themselves, and
that unless shot dead, which is diftficult to ae-
complish, not from any

IMPENETRABILITY OF THEIR BKIN DEFENSESR,

which a rifle-ball will pierce easily, but be-
eanse they have great tenacity of life and sioall
brains, they invariably mauage to reach the
waler and die there. Equally general is the
knowledge that they bury their eggs and leave
them to be hatched by solar heat. Also that the
trochylus (or Charadrius egypticus, ns it is
vnow called) attends the erocodile like other
birds do the elephant, buffalo, rhinoceros, ete.,
for the sake of their parasites, upon which they
feed, and that these animals are often warned
of the hunter's approach by their ¢rics. Every
maiu's haud is agrinst such reptiles, and num-
bers of enemies destroy their eggs and young
also, 8o that in some places—as, for example,
the walers of the Gulf States—their numbers
have sensibly diminished,

Fish, and small aquatie or semi-aquatic ani-
mals, or any creature they can kill, is caten by
crocodiles and alligators, and there secms to be
lttle doubt that they are carrion-eaters by
preference. Reliable observation shows that
dead bodics floating on the streams they inhabit,
or contiguous to them, sre constantly consum-
nod it scems to bo certain that prey killed
by themselves is commonly kept till it putrifies
and the body thus becomes more easily dismem-
bered. The whole charaeter of the digestive
tract indicates that their food is bolted, and on
many occasions the contents of a dead crocodiie’s
stomach have beon found to beas incongruous as
those of sharks, Like all other animals, the
saurians in gquestion beeome restless and ex-
cited iu the pairing season, bellowing much at
this period, and frequently threatening attack,
It i3 by no means unusual to witness such
demonstrations, but there s no record, so far
13 the writer's knowledge goes, of their bavio
procecded to extremitios, sither against umu&
meon on shore or in boats,

(To be continued.)
~

A NERVY MAN, INDEED.

Jils Equal Not to Be Found Behind the Walls of
the Penlilentiary.

“Do you see that man there in the laun-
dry?" asked the guard of a visitor whom be
was showiog through the pemitentiary s fow
dayssince. * Well, sir, that man Is no doubt
the perviest maun ivside of these walls”

“Andood | 1.

“Yes, gir; po doubt of i, Now, we have &
man in here who faced shot and shell from the
musket and mortar on the feld of Shileh, and
never flinched, evon aftor receiving two pain-
ful ganshot wounds. We bave another who
lead n gang of outiaws on the plains for years
aud perhaps killed more mon than any other
man now alive, Ho wasa't afraid of wan nor
beast. We have atill another man here who,
with one pal, held up an express train and
robbed over 50 passengers, and was as cool
about it as if he had been pussing the contriba-
tion-box in chureh; but that man yonder beats
them all for nerve.”

“You don't say so!
was sentenced for?"

“Certainly, sir. He was received here last
Winter on & three-yoars’ sentence for bigamy,
That man had six liviog wivea. Oh, I tell you
hie's got nerve.”

And may I ask what he

Omly a Half.
[ Philadelphia Press.)

“One day, 10 yoars ago,” sald a Western mfil-
lionnire, ** I stood withont & nicke!, and with-
out the door of a restaurant in San Francisco.
1 was indulging In an :‘)zical feast, guzing at
the display of wncook roasts, chops and
steaks, gurnished with watercress aud alto-
gether lovely, in the window., The song—or
ruthor its refrain—"Thou art 3o near and yet so
fur,” was whispered to me by the gant brownie
of hunger. Then a prosperous-locking man,
who was flipping a half-dollar in his hand,
dropped the coin, which tinkled through an
fron grate and fell into the subway below. The
man gave an almost-uncoacerned glance In the
direction the coin had gone, and then walked
away hummiog a popular tune,

“1 have always posscssed some resource and
I was determined to possess that coin. The
ocension is what is frequently spoken of ns o
‘ground-hog case.” I was ‘out of meat’—also
bread. 1 spoke to the proprietor of the place.
Told him I had dropped a five-dollar gold piece
thirongh the grate, and asked if I might goand
rotrieve it. *Certainly,” ho said, and gave me
s hatchet with which I might remove s wooden
bar that had been nailed across & door lending
from the basoment to the opening under the
grale.

*There was much litter and dust down there,
and in searching for the lost coin I found many
other things which had been dropped in asimi-
lar way. Thuslcleaned np $3 from that prospect
drift. The amount supplied me with a place to
put the able-bodied appetite which I had cou-
cealed about wy porson. It also gave me the
entro toa clean shir® and o proportionate sup-
ply of self-osteem and self-reliance. 1 visited
men of influcnce whom 1 had not been suifi-
clently ¢ourageous to meet in the immediute
heretofore, and I have not been seriously in-
solyont since that date. Thus you may soe oun
what; a slender thread oft haugs a chance in
life.

Not Exactly Gen. Forrest,
[8t. Jo Ballot,]

Back in war times I had ocecasion to call on
Gen. Forreat, of the Confederate army. 1 had
never met Gon. Forrest, and beholding an offi-
cor of Ligh, proud and commanding earriage
standing in front of headguarters, his resplen-
dont uniform wnd goneral air of grandeur led
wo to think he was Forrest himsclf,

“Is this Gen. Forrest 1" 1 nsked, saluting
him.

*No, sah,” he said, returniog wmy salule.
“This is Col. Juckson T, Grangerfield, sah, of
the —th Loulsians, sah; a more daring and
far more daugerous man, sah,”

A Self-Sustalning Municipallity,
[ Puck.)

Visitor—1I vever saw & city so abundantly
supplied with milk, vegetables and general
trucking us yours,

Enthusinatic Chicagoan—Yes, sir;: aud the
beauty of it is that it is all raised right bere in
the city, don't you see ?

Worth Catering To.
[Puck.)

First Local Btateswan (looking over a new
ticket)—McMoriarty, O’Hooligan, McGoogan,
O'Roork, Smith—Phwat did yes nowmyuate
Smith fur?

Second Local Statesman—Phwist! Thot's ter
cotch th' Amerykin vote.

Have you asked all your acquaintances to
subseribe for THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE?
If not, do so at once, lo give the paper more

power i ¢hampioning the cause of the velerang

The Wealth of Arlzona Terrilory.

The report of N. 0. Murphy, Acting Governor
of Arizona Territory, gives the following facta
a3 to the taxable property of the Territory:
Number of acres of land in the Territory,
3,493,062 ; valuation of land, $3.938,564; valoa-
tion of improvements, $2,139,049 ; value of city
and town lots, $1,863,803; value of improve-
ments on same, $2,232 068, Number of horses
in the Territory, 40.956; valuation of same,
$1,071,963. Number of mules, 1,605; valuation
of same, $64.2589. Nomber of cattle, 641,016;
valuation of cattle, $3,321.509. Number of
sheep, 291,23%; valuation, $436,840, Miles of
railway in the Territory, 1,083 ; valuation, $6,-
615,467, Valuation of all other property,
$4,905,979. Making the total property valua-
tion of the Territory, $28,050,23

Suficient Reason,
[ Brookiyn Life.]

“ T hear your engagement with Miss Boodle
is off. How did it happen?”

“In strict confidenes, Smith, sha got mad be-
cause I atelo a kiss,”

“I don’t see why that should provoke her,
when vou were engaged.”

“ Well, you see, I stole the kiss from another
gitl”
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